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August 2009
The Year in Review
LWVKC members participated in a number of activities during 2008-2009.  Here are the highlights of the past year:  

· Developed a web-based Voters Guide for residents of Kootenai County.

· Conducted mock elections at Dalton Elementary School.
· Registered voters and answered questions at the Fall Festival.

· Presented a panel discussion “Between Fences” on land use issues surrounding the revision of the Kootenai County Comprehensive Plan in conjunction with the Smithsonian Institute, the Coeur d’Alene Library, and the Idaho Humanities Council.

· Participated in the consensus process for the state study on Vote by Mail and for the national study on the National Popular Vote Compact.
In addition, LWVKC President Judy Edwards received the President’s Award from the Kootenai Environmental Alliance for her involvement with the rewriting of the county’s comprehensive plan and growth workshops.  Congratulations, Judy!
Bulb Sale Fundraiser
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The Board decided to sponsor a bulb sale as a fundraiser.  Barb Arnold and Theresa Potts will coordinate the sale of bulbs at the Farmer’s Market on September 25 and again in the spring.  There will be a work party this summer so watch your emails for more information!  Barb anticipates that we could sell $2000 worth of bulbs.

The Year Ahead

The Board approved the tentative calendar below for 2009-2010. The monthly meetings will be held on the 3rd Monday of the month at the 15th Street Fire Station.  It was suggested that some could park in the Cherry Hill parking lot to provide more room for late arrivals.  

	September 21
	Health Care Reform

	October 19
	Ethics and Elected Officials 

	November 16
	Land Use

	December 21
	Legislative Update

	January 18
	School/Education Budget

	February 15
	Program Planning for 2010-11

	March 15
	Criminal Justice System

	April 19
	Annual Meeting

	May 17
	Wrap-up


Kick-Off to League Meeting

The first meeting of the year will be held on September 21 at 4:30 pm at the 15th Street Fire Station. Joe Morris, CEO of Kootenai Health, will discuss recent developments in healthcare reform.  Invite your friends to join us for this informative meeting!
Women’s Equality Day/Voters Rights Program

LWVKC is collaborating with the Coeur d’Alene Library to celebrate Women’s Equality Day and highlight voter rights on August 26. At 11 am, Mayor Bloem will read the children’s books Elizabeth Leads the Way- Elizabeth Cady Stanton and the Right to Vote and I Could Do That! Esther Morris Gets Women the Vote. The first book ends at the movement started from the Seneca Falls meeting and the second one traces Esther Morris who worked to get women the vote in the first Equality state, Wyoming, and became the first woman to hold public office. Bonnie Douglas is working on a timeline of women in government as a possible activity.  The Coeur d’Alene Library is purchasing “Iron Jawed Angels” for its collection and hopes to partner with LWVKC to show the film August 26th. Details will follow.  If you would like to help out, please contact Bonnie.  This is a great opportunity to highlight LWVKC! 
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Sign Up Today
Below are the Program Committees for this year and the members who have already signed up.  Please contact the chair to join a committee. 
· Land Use Committee:  Lynn Morris, chair, Laurie Brunette, Barb Arnold, Pat House, Joyce Bergen, Judy Edwards, Barb McFarland, Bonnie Douglas (Our League will be updating the state position on land use, and Bonnie is interested in state water issues as well.)
· Criminal Justice System Committee: Judy Francis, chair, Joy Scherr, Bonnie Douglas, Antje Cripe

· Ethics for Elected Officials Committee: Nara Decker, Joyce Bergen, Carol Enna, Jo Gussenhoven

· School/Education Budget Committee: Barb McFarland

Monitoring will continue regarding child care (Tina Gospodnetich), health care reform (Maggie Tallman, Bonnie Douglas, Laurie Brunette), affordable housing (Theresa Potts, chair, Jane Brooks, Antje Cripe), and vote by mail (Joyce Bergen, Roberta Larsen, Mary Lou Reed, Barb McFarland, Judy Edwards, Judy Francis.)

Standing Committees

There are three standing committees that help the elected officers with League activities.  Please contact the chair of the committees if you would like to help out.

· Program Advocacy: Barb Arnold, chair, Laurie Brunette  This committee recommends and conducts local studies, plans meetings needed for local, state, and national topics/studies, and plans advocacy campaigns. It also provides direction for our Observer Corps.
· Member Services: Theresa Potts and Sheila Gary, co-chairs, Lynn Morris, Carol Enna, Joyce Bergen (Voter Editor)  This committee maintains the list of current members; recruits, trains and works on retaining members; and distributes the newsletter and other publications to members.
· Community Relations: Nara Decker and Bonnie Douglas co-chairs, Amanda Findlay, Barb Arnold This committee is responsible for Voter Services, funding and development, and public relations and publicity.
Local Member Wins Statewide Award

At the annual convention of the League of Women Voters of Idaho, the Outstanding League Member Award was given to Joyce Bergen of the LWVKC for her outstanding service to her local community and her state organization.  The award was for her leadership in the completion of the state study concerning vote by mail in Idaho.  Maxine Miller, outgoing president of LWVID said, “It was under Joyce’s outstanding leadership that this complex and timely project was completed.”  

In addition, Joyce served on the state nominating committee for four years.  (Editor’s Note: I am humbled to have received this award.  Joyce)
County Comprehensive Plan

Members of the Land Use Committee have been observers at the Kootenai County Planning Commission and County Commissioner meetings as they work to rewrite the county’s comprehensive plan.  The League has presented comments and will continue to monitor this process.

Websites
Here are the LWV websites:

LWVUS: http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Home 

LWVID: http://lwvid.org  LWVID has launched a new website using the League Easy Web that provides templates for consistency between Leagues and has the same look as the LWVUS site.  Bonnie Douglas is the webmaster.
LWVKC: www.lwv-kc.org 
Membership Dues
Membership dues for 2009-2010 are due Sept. 1, 2009 or can be paid at the first meeting on September 21. Dues are:
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[image: image5.wmf]Sustaining Member $100/yr

   [image: image6.wmf]Benefactor Member $150/ yr
Please make checks payable to LWVKC and give to Treasurer Antje Cripe at an upcoming meeting or mail it to her at 2618 E Harrison Ave, Coeur d’Alene ID 83814.
Membership Benefits
· Stay informed about issues and government and about decisions that directly affect you and your community. 
· Make your voice heard as an advocate for change and community problem solving.
· Sharpen your skills in leadership, communication, networking, public speaking and more, as you organize and act on local and national issues.
· All league members receive local and state League newsletters, plus significant discounts on publications, videos and other valuable resources.
· Members of the LWVKC are also members of the LWV Idaho, and LWV of the United States. Because we lobby on public policy issues, membership dues and contributions to the League of Women Voters are not tax deductible. Donations to the League of Women Voters Education Fund are tax deductible.

LWVKC Board of Directors

President:

Judy Edwards

Co-Vice President: 
Tina Gospodnetich and Laurie Brunette

Corresponding Secy:
Bonnie Douglas

Recording Secretary 
Pat House

Treasurer:

Antje Cripe

Directors:

Lynn Morris




Barb Arnold
The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.  Judy Edwards, President, c: 660.5394
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