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December Meeting

Join us on Monday, December 7 from 4:30-6:30 at the 15th Street Fire Station.  Jerry Mason, attorney at law, will speak at 5 p.m. on “Ethical Lapses? – A Look at Idaho’s Conflict of Interest Statutes”.  Jerry has been engaged by the Idaho Attorney General to work on an overhaul of the ethics and government legislation in the state of Idaho.  The ethics committee presented a brief overview of ethics in Idaho government at the October League meeting.  Join us—and bring a friend—to hear the latest on ethics.

Notes from the President

The LWVID board decided to become one of the next states to acquire the national resources and support of the successful national Membership Recruitment Initiative (MRI). Local Leagues, using their MRI training, have successfully increased their membership on the average around 4% net growth through their participation and follow through. 

Bonnie Douglas is the State Coordinator for MRI.  Laurie Brunette and Judy Francis were our representatives at the state training in Boise November 14th and 15th.  

The goals of MRI are:

· Have a net increase in membership of at least 5 percent in participating local Leagues. 

· Elevate the awareness for and importance of membership recruitment throughout the participating Leagues (i.e., full-board/membership engagement). 

· Implement sustainable strategies and techniques to successfully recruit members at the grassroots level. 

· Establish a year-round League presence in the community, including being highly visible. 

· Understand better how the levels of League can best work in partnership (and what is needed to foster and sustain that partnership) to increase membership at the grassroots level. 

Laurie and Judy plan to meet with the Member Services Committee and share some of the ideas they picked up at the MRI training.  Here is the link to some Idaho MRI Training photos: 

http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Home&template=/CM/HTMLDisplay.cfm&ContentID=14526
 

One of our favorite people, Deedie Beard, Kootenai County Elections Supervisor, retired November 30.  The League presented Deedie with our "Making Democracy Work" award at her retirement party.  

 

Judy Edwards

 

Check out our new website

Bonnie Douglas has changed our local league’s website to be in line with LWVUS and LWVID.  Go to www.lwv-kc.org and click on “About The League” to see the new format.  Take time to explore all of the other links to elections, events, or joining the League.  Thanks, Bonnie, for creating such a user-friendly website!

Land Use Committee Spotlight

At the November meeting Rebecca Stevens from the Coeur d’Alene Tribe and Glen Rothrock from Idaho DEQ talked about the Coeur d'Alene Lake Management Program and what citizens can do to help improve water quality of our lakes.  

The land use committee continues to observe the Kootenai County Commissioners’ deliberation of the Comprehensive Plan. The Land Use Chapter is currently being reviewed by this body.  In addition, committee members are keeping a watchful eye on proposed amendments to the Hearing Bodies and Hearing Procedures that are being discussed by the Planning Commission.
Highlights from the Board
Treasurer’s Report: $2,494.06 

Membership:  33 current members with 18 members paid for the 2009-2010 year.

Bulb sale: LWVKC made $177.00 on the bulb sale.  The tulips just didn't sell, thanks to our four-legged friends with the big brown eyes.  Barb Arnold will donate them to the Community Garden Project so they can get them in the ground before it freezes.  

League backs permanent-absentee ballot measure

The League of Women Voters of Idaho has endorsed an initiative petition to let Idahoans request permanent absentee ballot status, rather than have to request an absentee ballot every time there’s an election, a change that’s been supported in the past by the state’s county clerks but rejected by state lawmakers. “The League has a long history of supporting voter registration and ballot access,” said Kathryn Bonzo, co-president of the LWVID. “Permanent absentee balloting is a positive step forward for voters in Idaho.”  

Watch for more information in upcoming local and state Voters about how our League will help with the gathering of at least 51,712 signatures before February 2011 in order for the measure to qualify to be put on the ballot in 2012. 
Fundraising Opportunity

League of Women Voters of Kootenai County is on the list of organizations that can earn 50% for orders from Currentfun.com. They sell cards, gift wrap, gifts, holiday decor, kitchen gadgets, etc. At checkout select "Idaho", then "Next", and then select our organization from the list. 

 

Upcoming Meetings

	January 18
	School/Education Budget

	February 14
	LWVUS turns 90 years old!

	February 15
	Program Planning for 2010-11

	March 15
	Criminal Justice System

	April 19
	Annual Meeting

	May 17
	Wrap-up


Membership Dues

Membership dues for 2009-2010 are due now.  Dues are:  

__Regular $60/year  __Student $30/yr  __Household $90/yr  __Sustaining Member $100/yr  __Benefactor Member $150/yr
Please make checks payable to LWVKC and give to Treasurer Antje Cripe at the December meeting or mail it to her at 2916 E Harrison Ave, Coeur d’Alene ID 83814.

Committee Chairs

Member Services  -  Theresa Potts and Sheila Gary

Community Relations  -  Bonnie Douglas and Nara Decker

Program Advocacy Committee  - Barb Arnold

Ethics for Elected Officials -  Joyce Bergen

School Education Budget  -  Barb McFarland, Tina Gospodnetich

Criminal Justice  -  Judy Francis

Affordable Housing - Theresa Potts

Health Care - Maggie Tallman

Land Use  - Lynn Morris 

LWVKC Board of Directors

President:                                 
Judy Edwards

Co-Vice President:                  
Tina Gospodnetich and Laurie Brunette

Corresponding Secretary:            Bonnie Douglas

Recording Secretary:                
Pat House

Treasurer:                                
Antje Cripe

Directors:                                
Lynn Morris

Barb Arnold

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.  Judy Edwards, President, c: 660.5394
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